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Land Acknowledgement
The Saskatchewan Craft Council
acknowledges that the land
on which we gather is Treaty Six
Territory, the traditional territory
of numerous First Nations,
including Plains and Woods Cree,
Dene, Nakota, Saulteaux, and
Anishinaabe, and the homeland
of the Métis Nation. As we are all
Treaty people, acknowledging
traditional territory and this
relationship is one of many steps
we can take to recognize the
land’s history, to pay respect to
the Indigenous peoples whose
practices and spiritualties continue
to develop, grow and contribute
to this land.
Mission
The Saskatchewan Craft Council
invites and connects the world
to experience excellence in
Saskatchewan craft.
Strategic Goals
SERVICE: The SCC fosters an
environment where excellence
in craft is nurtured, recognized
and valued.
ENGAGEMENT: The SCC supports
Saskatchewan craftspeople to
flourish creatively and economically.
DIVERSITY: The SCC actively
engages with and builds
programming to reflect
Saskatchewan’s Indigenous,
newcomer and diverse
communities.
COMMUNICATION: The SCC
communicates a strong brand that
clearly identifies it as the trusted
source that invites and connects the
world to experience excellence in
Saskatchewan craft.
CAPACITY: The SCC has the
organizational capacity to
deliver innovative and quality
needs-based programming.
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Highlights from the
Board of Directors
Greetings Saskatchewan Craft
Council Members
Another very eventful year in the
45 years of our existence has been
completed. I would like to thank
our hard working, creative staff
for their problem solving, event
creating, service for members,
communication, corporate history,
future focus and dedication. When
you are an arts organization, your
financial resources are constrained
even in the best of times, but your
people are a resource that cannot
be measured by yardsticks or price
tags ― especially the strange new
times that we found ourselves in at
the end of our 2019/2020 year. Our
building was effectively closed in
the middle of March. We had been
experiencing increases in sales and
viewers up until then, and although
we may be open in limited ways
in the future, it will take a long
time until we are back to some
semblance of normal.

Another sector to thank is our
volunteer base. Events are not
accomplished by staff power alone.
Art Now 2019 was held in Regina
and without members helping to
set up and take down, as well as
troubleshooting throughout the
event, it would not have been the
success it was. Our heritage building
in Saskatoon is always presenting
us with new challenges as we try to
increase our ability to respond to a
digital marketplace and increase

online sales for our members and
exhibitors through the Boutique
and Gallery. Who knew that a vault
converted into a preparatory and
packing area would not support
a postage meter as WIFI cannot
penetrate safe walls? Many thanks
to the people that rise to help when
we need assistance with
the building.
A very important sector to thank
is our funding partners. Creative
Saskatchewan has been a generous
and flexible funder, helping us
build success for our members
and ultimately raising awareness
of craft in the province. The City
of Saskatoon has been a creative
colleague in the art installation
we are proud to host on the north
wall of our building, and provides
direct and indirect financial support
to our public gallery. Donors,
patrons and collaborators have
enabled us to upgrade our online
store, create more economic
opportunities for our members,
support our organization, and carry
on important programs, such as
Dimension 2019.
This year saw the beginning
of a new relationship with an
important creative partner, Emma
International Collaboration Inc
(EICI). The SCC was informed
in the previous fiscal year of
EICI’s intention to become a
separate entity. The growth of the
organization over many years of
successful partnership with the SCC

and are pleased to have new
board members from there. We
are searching for more meaningful
programming and events that
we can develop. We very much
appreciate the response from
various guild members in Regina
who met with us during Art Now.
Thank you to Earl Eidem and
Elisabeth Miller, whose terms on
the board are now complete, for
their years of work on behalf of our
members. Their contributions at
the board table and as volunteer
experts will be missed.

Emma International
Collaboration
Photographer:
Gary Robbins

has enabled them to step out on
their own. The SCC board and EICI
have come to an agreement over
how to separate and move forward
in fiscal year 2020 – 21. We will
support and promote our respective
organizations and continue to
provide the educational, creative
and collaborative opportunities
that have nurtured artisans in
our province in the past, present
and future. At the time I write
this, EICI is still waiting to make an
announcement on their project this
summer. We wish them continued
success and hope that COVID-19
will not derail their intentions.
I want to thank board member
David Freeman for stepping up
to help this organization meet our
commitment to Emma International
Collaboration Inc. He offered bridge
funding to allow a full payout that
will be folded into our mortgage
renewal in April, 2022. As chair of
the audit committee, David made
the offer and then recused himself
from all discussion around the
decision. In consultation with our
bank and auditors, accepting his
offer saved us $10,000 in fees to
open our mortgage early. Particular
attention was paid to our capacity
to manage another $200 a month
in our mortgage payment. The
board will be looking at all avenues
to reduce our debt going forward
and increase our revenues from

donations, sales and memberships
to support this. Thank goodness
for the foresight of former board
members who orchestrated the
purchase of the SCC building. The
appreciation of the building values
over time has helped us manage
financial difficulties throughout the
years, and is doing so again.
The year also celebrated
Dimensions 2019, where 35 artists
were chosen and fêted from a pool
of 135 entrants with 213 works. We
moved the awards presentation to
the Broadway Theatre where we
bestowed honorary memberships
to Pat Adams and Winston Quan.
The celebration continued at the
SCC Gallery amidst the work which
brought us together.
I wish to thank our board members
for their contributions. We are
intentionally reaching out to Regina

Lastly, thank you to our membership
who is experiencing much
hardship in the real world with
what COVID-19 has laid on us all.
Our Executive Director, Carmen
Milenkovic, has spent countless
hours in meetings since it broke,
advocating nationally, provincially,
and locally to navigate the new
wrinkles in support programs, the
implications of policies that are
flying from government tables daily,
and the trickle down effects that
end up in our own organization.
Please let us know what kind of
support we can be to you. Those
of you, who are able, please put us
on your charitable giving list. All of
us are navigating uncertain times
with no GPS available. As we try
to be safe in our workplace and
programming, things will be very
different and our organization will
have to change with it. I thank you
all for your kindness and generosity.
It is a privilege to be your chair.
Cindy Hoppe
Board Chairperson

Dimensions 2019

Executive Director
Report
Refreshing our identity and goals

Left: Winston Quan
Right: Pat Adams
Photographer:
Kevin Hogarth

The board and staff worked with a
consultant to revisit our purpose and
align our goals with our new mission
(see inside front cover). The work to
define the outcomes and indicators
for each of the goals will continue
into the next programming year,
although it has been delayed given
the impact of the pandemic.
Indigenization of the SCC
Our work on the Indigenization of
the SCC is only beginning. We have
joined the Saskatoon Anti-Racism
Network and are seeking new
partnerships to move us forward in
our responsibility. Our ability to make
our organization a place where
Indigenous artists feel welcome
and at home is slowly evolving.
All of our programs and processes
are under review to ensure that
the Saskatchewan Craft Council
embraces diversity. This is a priority
for the Board and the staff as we
find ways and partnerships to be
more inclusive and relevant.
Grants and Fundraising
We are grateful for the
operational funding from Creative
Saskatchewan and the City of
Saskatoon. Creative Saskatchewan
also provided programming
grants to assist us with: Professional
Practices, Art Now, WinterGreen
promotion, retail marketing beyond
Saskatchewan, our wholesale
program, Dimensions, and to
renovate our online store. Through
the Canada-Saskatchewan Job
Grants program, we were able to
upgrade Sydney’s skills in social
media processes and analysis.
Dimensions was also supported by
generous donations from Cogent
Accounting, and numerous guilds
and individuals. Through their
generosity we celebrated the
province’s fine craft culture and
awarded $12,500 in cash prizes.
We also received two grants from
Young Canada Works to hire two
summer students.

Growing businesses
Through our Professional Practices
program and our consultation
initiatives, we have formed and
advanced many partnerships
to help members grow their
business and enhance their
skills. We are taking active roles
in the Saskatchewan Trade
Export Program (STEP), Women
Entrepreneurs of Saskatchewan
(WESK), the Saskatoon and Region
Chamber of Commerce and
Square One. These organizations
provide programs and services
to help small businesses, and
provide valuable training and
consultations to help our staff
serve members better.
We also work on the inter/national
stage through our partnerships
within the Canadian Crafts
Federation (CCF). Craft Alliance
Atlantic is a leader in the country
in understanding and navigating
the international market. They
also generously include us in their
initiatives and knowledge. Alexa
was able to join a fact-finding
mission to the UK to investigate
possibilities of showcasing
Saskatchewan craft in London. We
are key participants on the digital
strategy, inter/national, and Citizen
of Crafts committees of the CCF.
Through Creative Saskatchewan,
we hosted a reception and meal
with Rachael Brown from Scotland
CanDo, and attended her keynote
address at the Creative Cities
conference which was held
in Saskatoon.

Celebrating artistic and
communal contributions
2019 – 2020 was a year to
celebrate long term contributions
and emerging talent. During the
Dimensions Gala, we bestowed
honorary memberships upon Pat
Adams and Winston Quan to thank
them for their efforts and leadership
in this organization. These craft
artists not only have a long history of
creating outstanding work but also
contributed to the success of the
SCC. Thank you Winston and Pat,
and thanks to Paul Lapointe who
presented the awards.
Martha Cole, another SCC
member, was awarded the
Lifetime Achievement Award, and
SCC member, Mary Lynn Podiluk,
received the Emerging Artist Award,
at the Saskatchewan Arts Awards.
Craft Year 2020 and hosting Ten Digit
Technology: Understanding virtual
and material realities
As part of our national
organization’s efforts to highlight
craft, we joined with our sister
councils from across the country to
celebrate Craft Year 2020. The first
three months were dedicated to
re-establishing the Citizens of Craft
website, and preparing to brand all
2020 programming as a Craft Year
2020 project. The culmination of that
activity to the end of March was the
CCF conference. The conference
focused on the work the CCF is
doing through its digital strategy
fund grant. As an active participant
in that strategy, it was wonderful
to partake in the discussion and

provide ideas on fostering new
audiences and emerging artists
within the digital realm. We worked
with the University of Saskatchewan
Art Galleries, Sâkêwêwak Artist
Collective and the CCF to bring the
craft community together to explore
digital presentation and processes.
The SCC Gallery was the locale
for a conference reception and
artist talk with Regina-based artist
Melanie Monique Rose. We left the
conference full of inspiration and
new ideas on how to improve and
expand our programming.
And then it happened …
Our fiscal and programming year
ended with a resounding crash:
COVID-19 was declared a worldwide pandemic. The SCC went
from the “high” of hosting the
national CCF conference, to a
resounding low when on March 16
we closed our doors to the public,

and reduced our on-site staff. This
happened during show change
week, when the celebrated work
of Melanie Monique Rose came
off our walls, and Nik Semenoff’s
Alchemy was to be installed. Given
that the gallery and boutique were
no longer open and that we had
numerous staff members out of the
office due to health and COVID-19
precautions, we ended the year
with the installation not completed,
and the desire to extend Alchemy.
We managed a first extension into
June, as the exhibition which was
to follow was not available due to
current circumstances. We’ve been
inventing and managing ever since,
attending more Zoom meetings
than is healthy and forging our way
through the great unknowns.
Carmen Milkenkovic
Executive Director

Morley Maier’s works were
highlighted at the CCF
conference — held up as
an example of excellence
in craft.
A conference attendee said
she had learnt the basics
of basket making. That
knowledge informed her
appreciation of Maier’s skills
and spurred her to purchase
one of his baskets.

Left: Martha Cole
Right: Vivian Orr

Exhibitions & Education
Coordinators Report
Dimensions 2019

Left: Carmen Milenkovic
Right: Mary Lynn Podiluk
Back: Stephanie Canning

The Exhibitions team launched
the year with Dimensions 2019,
our biannual celebration of fine
craft. There were 219 entries from
135 artists — out of that number 93
were SCC members, and 40 were
emerging artists. The jurors were
Felicia Gay (Saskatoon based
curator) and Kye-Yeon Son (Halifax
based metalsmith). For the first
time, we live-streamed the jurors’
critique so that members outside
of Saskatoon could listen to the
presentation and ask questions. We
are grateful to Market Mall for their
flexibility and assistance. Without
a location and storage space
we would not be able to run this
program in such a short time span.
The Dimensions Awards Gala took
place at the Broadway Theatre in
Saskatoon followed by a reception
at the SCC. Thank you to the award
sponsors. The first stop of
the travelling exhibition was
the Lloydminster Cultural and
Science Centre.
Curatorial Committee
The SCC Curatorial Committee
is an advisory committee to
the Exhibitions and Education
Coordinators. Members have a two
year term, which can be renewed
once. This year’s committee
included: Louisa Ferguson, Cate

Francis, Joseph Anderson and
Paula Cooley. Their voices and
expertise were invaluable not only
when discussing applications,
but regarding questions of
representation and encouraging
artists at all levels.
This year there were 36 applications,
twice as many as we have ever
had in one year! The applicants
included: 16 from Saskatchewan;
20 from out-of-province; 17 selfdeclared emerging artists; one
self-declared Indigenous artist; one
self-declared Canadian newcomer
artist; and 12 current SCC members.
Twenty-six were for solo exhibitions;
four were two-person exhibitions;
and six were group exhibitions
(three artists or more). The media
included: ceramics; sculpture;
textiles; furniture; visual art; mixed
craft media; printmaking; and a
curatorial project. The selected
exhibitions included three
Saskatchewan exhibitions and two
out of province exhibitions. The
efforts we have made in the last
year to streamline applications
helped us manage this larger
number. In general, the SCC has
seen an increase in attendance
and interest in the SCC Gallery.
Thank you to the craftspeople who
exhibit with us! We feel incredibly
privileged to work with you.

Artist: Kimberley Dickinson
Title: First Bloom
Photographer: Kevin Hogarth

Dimensions 2019
Reception

Staffing
Amidst these exciting and inspiring
events, we also balanced
significant staffing changes as
Stephanie Canning commenced
her maternity leave. We welcomed
new Exhibitions and Education
Coordinator, Leah Moxley Teigrob,
as well as new Gallery Assistants
Jean Price and Alix Gowan, saying
goodbye to Gallery Assistant Emily
Kohlert, as she continues to focus on
her design practice.

Hosaluk, Ron Cooley, Jaynie Himsl,
Lorraine Sutter, Melody Armstrong,
James Cathcart, Cecilia J Cote,
Kimberley Dickinson, Carol Ewles,
Jenny-Lyn Fife, Gary Greer, Zach
Hauser, June Jacobs, Sandra
Ledingham, Jim Logan, Deborah
Potter, JoAnne Sauder, Carrie Smith,
Jeff Stewart, Donna Stockdale,
Jeffrey Taylor, and Deb Vereschagin
Attendees: exhibition 5,017;
awards ceremony 173; opening
reception 187

Artists: Carole Epp, Japneet
Kaur, Shaun Mallonga, Marney
McDiarmid, Lindsay Montgomery,
and Brenda Watt

The 35 pieces in Dimensions 2019
were selected from 219 entries
submitted by 135 Saskatchewan
artists. The exhibition was juried by
Felicia Gay (Saskatoon) and KyeYeon Son (Halifax). The prestigious
Award for the Outstanding Entry,
was presented to John Peet for his
piece “Forgotten.”

Attendees: exhibition 2,986;
panel discussion 56

July 13 — September 7, 2019
Other Artifacts

A group exhibition of contemporary
ceramic work from six Canadian
artists presented a variety of styles
and strategies using narrative on
clay. The objects explored humor,
poetry, environmental decay, and
concern about our present cultural
and political state.

Artists: Michael Flaherty, Susan
Furneaux, and Philippa Jones

Exhibition schedule
April 2019 to March 2020
March 9 — April 27, 2019
The Narrative Dish II

May 4 — July 6, 2019
Dimensions 2019
Artists: John Peet, Mary Lynn Podiluk,
Keith Morton, Laura Kinzel, Alison
Philips, Anita Rocamora, Evan
Quick, Louisa Ferguson, Robert
Spark, Zane Wilcox, Grant Irons and
Miranda Jones, Toby Cote, Michael

Attendees: 4,525
Three Newfoundland artists
created mythical worlds with fine
craft techniques and materials
for this enchanting exhibition. The
show consisted of handmade
dolls inspired by natural history,
folklore, and the Newfoundland
landscape; ceramics pieces,
integrating geometric historical
ceramic decoration with the
functional element of the bicycle;
and pen and ink, which explored
constructed realities and active
myth making.

Artist: Robert Assié
Title: Marble Lady

September 14 — November 16, 2019
Aggregate

January 11 — March 14, 2020
The Flower People

Artist: Darren Emenau

Artist: Melanie Monique Rose

Attendees: exhibition 4,351;
reception and artist talk 31

Attendees: exhibition 3,309; artist
talk & reception 66; artist talk &
reception for the Canadian Crafts
Federation conference 63

The work in this solo exhibition
was inspired by the east coast
landscape. This maritime artist uses
locally dug clay. His unconventional
clay and glaze experiments and
contemporary forms decorated
the gallery with their remarkable
saturated colour and lush
textural surfaces.
November 23, 2019 —
January 4, 2020
Stone Notes
Artist: Robert Assié
Attendees: exhibition 3,503;
reception 62; school tour 15
Assié’s large-scale carved works
used material acquired as a
significant and important part
of his process. Procuring local
Saskatchewan field “marble”
requires, as Assié describes it:
“… [an] in-depth understanding
of stone, specific knowledge of
local stones, as well as community
help to locate and move the
monoliths.” Assié’s commitment to
obtaining local stone rather than
ordering quarried stone created a
meaningful dialogue between artist
and material.

Sponsor: Sâkêwêwak
Artist Collective
Fiber and visual artist Melanie
Monique Rose from Regina and
Treaty 4 Territory presented The
Flower People, based on an
ongoing theme for Rose. It was
derived from “The Flower Beadwork
People,” a name given to the
Métis who are well known for their
floral beadwork. The artist used
felting techniques on collected
vintage blankets to create a
canvas: exploring her Métis identity
alongside her Ukrainian heritage.
These works explored personal acts
of Indigenous survival and solidarity,
which made her look critically
at how she tells her story as an
active Indigenous presence and
contemporary artist in the
world today.
Maia Stark, Stephanie Canning,
and Leah Moxley Teigrob
Exhibitions and Education
Coordinators
Artist: Melanie Monique Rose
Title: Coalesce

Member Services
Report
This has been a fantastic year for
new and returning programs for
the member services area. We are
assessing our members’ needs and
working with them individually to
assist them professionally.
SCC annual jury sessions
The sessions took place April 27
and 28 in Regina and Saskatoon.
18 successful jury applicants and
16 jurors took part in this year’s
sessions. Successful juried applicants
now qualify to take part in future
WinterGreen markets and SCC
programming such as Art Now and
may apply to be represented in
the SCC Boutique. Participating
in jurying is a positive experience
whether artists are or are not
accepted. The process includes
honest and helpful feedback on
work that is sometimes made in
isolation. The SCC loves to see the
participants enjoying the process,
getting to know the faces behind
the work, and making long lasting
connections with one another in the
arts community.
Art Now Fine Art Fair
2,500 visitors attended the 4th
annual Art Now Fine Art Fair,
organized by Sask Galleries, and
held September 19 – 22, in Regina at
the Soundstage. Twelve exhibiting
galleries from three provinces
came together in one location to
show their selection of quality fine
craft and fine art throughout the
weekend. The Saskatchewan Craft
Council’s display was beautifully

curated, and stood out at as having
the largest range of works and the
most artists shown in one booth.
Our sales increased by 36% over
the previous year. We showcased
190 works from 51 artists and sold 70
pieces. It was a resounding success.
Reagan Lowe was the
Saskatchewan Craft Council’s Artist
in Residence, creating a beautiful
star blanket over three days. Visitors
watched her process and asked
her questions while she pieced and
sewed the blanket to completion.
Dale Lowe gave an artist talk in our
booth. The 20 artist talk attendees
were very enthusiastic about Dale
Lowe’s work and asked many
thoughtful questions.
Nuit Blanche
Nuit Blanche took place September
30 from 7pm – 1am. Monique
Martin’s Umbra, Penumbra and
Antumbra was selected as the
installation in the SCC back lot.
It was a display of architectural
maquettes of iconic Saskatoon
buildings. Martin and her students
from Georges Vanier Catholic
Fine Arts School created an art
happening. Using flashlights, visitors
cast light onto the maquettes to
create moving shadows on the
adjacent walls all along the back
alley and throughout our parking lot.
The public could let go and play.
Some students performed multiple
acrobatic dance numbers to keep
the energy up. The installation was
a mazelike mini-Saskatoon, glowing

with colorful neon paint and
activated by the attendees with
their flashlights moving through
the installation.
Blacksmith Jim Gerlinsky
demonstrated fire forging
techniques by making small metal
leaves. Over the course of the
evening he gave these away to the
public who watched the process
start to finish. It was a big hit and
very educational. The flame and
sound of the hammer striking hot
metal attracted big crowds of
people who were keen
to watch the entire process.
Aggregate (see the Exhibitions
report) was featured in the gallery
and was enjoyed by all ages during
Nuit Blanche. Total attendance
throughout our gallery and back
yard installation was approximately
2,090, which was 200 more
attendees than the previous year.
WinterGreen Fine Craft Market
WinterGreen 2019 was held at the
Conexus Arts Centre in Regina
November 8, 9, and 10. 3,222
people attended, up 15% over
the previous year. Total sales by 70
marketers were $155,700, up 8.79%.
This was the 9th year for the
emerging artist program and we
were happy to have had seven
emerging artists and six new
professional artists join WinterGreen
Market this year. They enjoyed the
market and were very happy with
their sales over the weekend.

Nuit Blanche
Artist: Monique Martin and
students of Georges Vanier
Catholic Fine Arts School

Salon des métiers d’art du Québec

“My first time at
WinterGreen was great. I
made some sales, learned
so much on how I could
improve said sales as well
as my booth design and
lighting. You guys are
awesome, and did such
a good job organizing
and coordinating with
everyone. Looking forward
to more workshops and
going through the jury
process in April. The best
part about WinterGreen
for me was how supportive
everyone was. It really was
like a big family, offering
insight, encouraging
each other, and really
eroding the idea of any
competition between
vendors. The SCC does an
amazing job of organizing,
advertising and simply
making sure all of their
craftspeople have the
resources and support they
need to be successful.”
SCC member,
emerging artist

Salon des métiers d’art du Québec
(SMAQ)
The Salon took place December
6 –16, 2019, in Montreal. It is the
largest craft fair in Canada. This was
the second time the Saskatchewan
Craft Council attended this fine
craft market thanks to the support
of Creative Saskatchewan. Sales
increased by 17% over the previous
year. SMAQ was a fantastic venue
to showcase the talent of three
Saskatchewan Craft Council
professional craftspeople: Sherri
Hrycay, Sova Design Millinery;
Kathleen O’Grady, grady bleu; and
Mary Lynn Podiluk, Art Jeweller and
Goldsmith. Through this program
they promoted their businesses to a
Quebec audience.
Wholesale program
The focus of our Wholesale Program
is the Toronto Gift Fair (TGF). TGF
enables retail outlets from across
the country to meet suppliers of
wholesale products. The artists
we took to TGF were from Parsons
Dietrich Pottery (Moose Jaw), Joan’s
Beeswax Candles (Hague), and
Smiling Cow Studio (Maple Creek).
Total sales were over $12,000.

Collect educational mission
The SCC was given the opportunity
to send a representative to Collect
Craft Fair in London, UK on February
26, 2020. Organized by Craft
Alliance Atlantic, Alexa Hainsworth,
fellow Canadian Crafts Federation
Council representatives, and
makers/artists attended Collect
2020 to determine if Canadian craft
artists should exhibit at Collect in
2022. Collect has over 200 galleries
and exhibitors that showcase fine
craft exclusively. 13,000 visitors
attend Collect UK from around the
world to purchase fine craft. Collect
showcases a breadth of exceptional
work from ceramics, glass, metal,
wood and textiles to makers working
in non-traditional materials with
experimental techniques. The
Saskatchewan Craft Council has
a long and inspiring history with
enormously talented makers who
would make an impactful addition
to Collect. The SCC is eager to
partner with Craft Alliance Atlantic
to put forward our professional
makers at a Canadian pavilion and
gain international clientele and
recognition for Canadian craft and
SCC artists.
And then COVID-19 hit … and all
plans changed.
Alexa Hainsworth
Member Services Coordinator

Fine Craft Boutique
Report
Successful boutique expansion
In July 2019 we had the wonderful
opportunity to expand our sales
space for eight months. The
exhibitions that we featured didn’t
need the full gallery, and so we
added 150 sq ft of additional
display space. It is our policy not to
supplant the exhibition space with
the boutique except in the case
where a smaller space enhances
the exhibition. As a result, boutique
artists’ work was more visible from
the gallery entrance and customers
delighted in the spacious and
relaxing shopping experience. Our
months of expansion included both
the summer tourist season as well
as our increasingly busy holiday
season.
Increased artist representation
Staff have worked hard to increase
the number of artists represented
in the boutique this year. Boutique
staff Lesley Sutherland and
Kaitlyn Frolek worked closely with
member services coordinator Alexa
Hainsworth who keeps staff alerted
to new juried members and those

interested in becoming boutique
artists. Craft media represented
in the boutique include: fibre,
clay, basketry, glass, jewellery,
metal, sculpture, mixed media,
photography, printmaking, seed
beading, wood, and visual art.
Sales
Before COVID-19 hit us in mid-March
and completely shut us down, we
were on track for a slight increase
in our gross sales through the
boutique. Instead, we saw a slight
decline (4%) year over year.
Customers
Our boutique is gaining a stronger
reputation as a source for one of a
kind gifts and collector pieces. This
is partly due to our ability to offer
more craft to the public during our
expansion and the growth in the
number of returning customers who
share a deep appreciation for good
quality, highly skilled craft that is
locally made.
Lesley Sutherland
Boutique and Administration
Coordinator
Artist: Mary Lynn Podiluk
Title: Lingula

Artists
represented
in the SCC
Boutique: 98
A 20%
increase from
2018 ― 2019

Canadian Crafts
Federation Report
David Freeman has been our
representative to the CCF
Board for many years. He sits
on the executive, governance,
nominations, advocacy and
community outreach committees.
The highlight of the past year was
the creation of a series of Citizens
of Craft podcasts in alliance with
the provincial craft councils. These
featured interviews of different
artists, usually two per episode,
addressing various themes and
approaches to craft. Find them
here at: citizensofcraft.ca/podcast.
Saskatchewan artists Monika Kinner
(Season 1) and Carole Epp (Season
2) are interviewees.
Ownership of Citizens of Craft
has been transferred from Craft
Ontario to the CCF; this decision
allows all CCF partners to use the
program and platform as a national
tool to develop membership and
audiences. Craft Year 2020 began
in January to shine a light on craft
across the country and to grow the
Citizens of Craft campaign. The
initiative was interrupted when the
pandemic was declared in March.
The digital strategy project, funded
through the Canada Council for
the Arts, had its first public airing at
the conference held in Saskatoon
in early March. The timing for this
conference was unwittingly astute.

It was held March 4 – 8 right before
the COVID-19 outbreak that forced
countless people to go digital to
communicate. We were lucky to
host participants from across the
country, and engage in important
and scintillating discussion.
A lot of work has been done by
Maegen Black, Director of the
CCF, to have craft redefined
through the North American
Industrial Classification System.
This classification system is used to
analyse the economic impact of
craft. Right now craft is defined
as part of many different kinds
of industries so measurement of
our economic impact is difficult
to ascertain. The work done
through Maegen’s efforts is to
streamline how craft is defined in
the classification system so that
meaningful data can be gathered
on its economic impact.
This is David’s last year as
Saskatchewan’s representative to
the CCF. He will be taking on the
role of Vice-President on the CCF
board. “It has been rewarding and
I would recommend it as a way to
learn about craft in our country.”
Cindy Hoppe will be the new
representative beginning
in September.
Thank you for your interest and
support over the years, David.

Professional Practices
Report
In the third year of the Professional
Practices program, we placed an
increased emphasis on reaching
members outside of Saskatoon and
Regina and building supportive
communities for our craft artists, as
well as continuing the evolution of
our programming in response to
the needs of our members. While
we offered some course-based
programming as we had in our first
two years, we focused on longerterm individual and group meetings
to provide more dynamic and
accessible support.
We launched the pilot for a fivemonth training program that would
meet every two weeks; initial
interest was so great that we had
to form two groups, each with
10 to 15 participants from across
Saskatchewan with remote course
access provided via Zoom video
conference. Called Tackling the
Tough Questions, the program is
responsive to participants, bringing
in industry experts to cover topics
that those in the program identified
as being the most impactful. These
included:
•

Kevin Hogarth (Hogarth
Photography) discussing how to
photograph your work;

•

Carole Epp (Musing About Mud)
discussing strategies and pricing
for market sales;

•

Maia Stark (SCC Exhibitions and
Education Coordinator) and
Linda Stark (Art Placement)
discussing strategies for
approaching art galleries;

•

Brandon Webber (Waxwane)
discussing marketing and
branding;

•

Depesh Parmar (Ideas Inc)
discussing business strategy;

•

Shenuka Wickramasinghe and
Jenelyn Ong, advisors from
Square One, discussing the
different forms a business can
take (corporation, partnership,

sole proprietorship) and the
services their business support
program offers; and
•

Michael Peterson (Professional
Practices Coordinator)
discussing grant writing and
artist documents, such as
CVs, artist statements, and
biographies.

•

Arts Board’s RBC Emerging Artist
Award;
Amanda Nogier, Béton Brut,
was selected as Fashion
Designer of the Year by Western
Living Magazine for her line of
concrete jewellery.

The feedback we have received
on Tackling the Tough Questions
has been positive, with participants
saying that it has helped them both
to better see their art practice as
a business and to have greater
confidence when approaching
art galleries for shows or applying
for grants.
In addition to this program, we have
increased the number of one-onone consultations we provide. These
allow us to focus in on the individual
needs of our members, to work
with those in smaller communities
where group sessions would not be
feasible, and to provide continued
support when our members are
approaching a new market, writing
a grant, or developing a new
product line.

“I want to thank you guys for
all that you do! I am learning
so much from Michael in the
Professional Practices course,
and I am just so thankful for
the many opportunities that
you make us aware of! I am
so grateful for the SCC team!”

At the request of those in the
program, we will be continuing
our Tackling the Tough Questions
programming in 2020, providing
an ongoing community of support
while also opening space for new
participants. We will also be offering
a course on writing a business plan,
as an increasing number of our
members are identifying this as
the necessary next step for them
to grow their craft businesses.
Lastly, we will continue to provide
one-on-one consultations at any
time throughout the year to offer
immediate and individualized
support for Saskatchewan Craft
Council members.

Professional Practices
Participant

Michael Peterson
Professional Practices Coordinator

It has been exciting to see the
support of the program contribute
to successes for so many of our
participants, including numerous
Creative Saskatchewan grants. To
highlight two major wins:
•

Artist:
Amanda Nogier
Photographer:
Carey Shaw

Mary Lynn Podiluk was the 2019
recipient of the Saskatchewan

At a Glance
Supporting creativity and
economic success
• 24,344 people came to our
exhibitions from 18 countries,
including 15 US states, 11
Canadian provinces and
territories and 84 Saskatchewan
communities.
• The SCC Gallery featured six
exhibitions with artists from
Saskatoon, Regina, Grasswood,
Meacham, Weyburn, Prince
Albert, Yorkton, La Ronge,
Duval, Meadow Lake,
Newfoundland, Ontario, British
Columbia, and New Brunswick.
• The SCC generated $232,424
in gross revenues. This does not
include grants.
• $132,775 was paid to artists in
commission payments, fees,
prize money plus underwriting
participation in many of our
programs.
• The SCC participated in
Nuit Blanche, Culture Days,
the CCF 10 Digit Technology
Conference, CCF Digital
Strategy Committee, CCF
Citizens of Craft, and Craft
Year 2020.
• The number of artists
participating in our boutique
grew from 75 to 95. While sales
were sluggish in the summer
months, we were on track to
surpass the previous year’s
sales when the pandemic
was declared.
• Professional Practices and oneon-one consultations continued
to inspire and develop business
skills in our members.
Facebook — shifting to a younger,
more international audience
• Total Facebook page followers
as of March 31, 2020 – 3,610,
which was a 10% increase over
the previous year

Artist: Darren
Emenau
Exhibition:
Aggregate

•
•

•

•

Engagement is primarily by
women (72%)
The largest demographic is
women 17 – 34 (17%), with
women 55 – 64 a close second
at 15%; in the previous year
women 55 – 64 were the largest
demographic at 25%
We are seeing progress in
moving the audience to a
younger consumer.
Canadians remain the largest
reach at 7,925 or 65% of the
audience, followed by the US,
Japan, UK and Australia.

Instagram
•

Craft works well on
Instagram given the emphasis
on photography.

•

Total followers as of March 31,
2020 – 3,083, a 33% increase
over the previous year.

•

31% are between the ages of 25
– 34; 30% between 35 – 44.

•

79% of our followers are female.

Social media advertising
•

We are still learning about online
advertising. In the past year
we spent $1,830 on campaigns
generating 375,244 impressions
with a reach to 129,149 people.

•

Art Now was our most successful
campaign. We spent $90
between Facebook and
Instagram and reached 10,000
people, almost entirely women.
Most of them were with the 35 –
44 age brackets, with 25 – 34 as
the next viewership.

•

A $300 WinterGreen campaign
was viewed by 36,680 people
with the largest group women
aged 25 – 34. This translated into
higher attendance and sales at
the event.

•

Our Call for SCC Gallery
Exhibitions saw a new record
of 36 applicants, which can
be attributed to the online ad
campaign. The total spent was
$300. We targeted 83% of the
budget on Instagram (reach of
33,448) with the remainder on
Facebook (reach 9,344).

Website — time for a face lift
•

•

•

This year saw a decrease in
visits to our website. Developed
in 2013, the website needs a
refresh. With assistance from
Creative Saskatchewan we will
be working on renovating our
online shop, and refreshing the
look and feel of the site.
We had 34,102 users visit our
site during the year. 18.41%
were from Saskatoon, 15.93%
from Regina and most of
the remainder from Calgary,
Toronto, Chicago, Vancouver,
Edmonton, Montreal
and Winnipeg.
October saw a lot of activity.
We showcased a considerable
amount of information targeted
at many different types of traffic:
jury sessions, WinterGreen, and
direct links to our social
media pages.

•

November was even busier.
WinterGreen continued to draw
a crowd – 6,551 new viewers.
The week of WinterGreen drew
the highest traffic of the year
with over 200 visitors each day
between the ages of 25 – 44.

SaskCreate
•

SaskCreate is our primary
biweekly communication
vehicle with our members.

•

It has 357 subscribers, a 10%
increase over the previous year.

•

82% of our readers are highly
engaged, 10% are moderately
engaged and 7% are
rarely engaged.

Talking Craft
•

Talking Craft is our biweekly
communication with our
customers and supporters.

•

It has over 1,500 subscribers, on
par with the previous year.

•

45% of our readers are highly
engaged, 13% are moderately
engaged and 41% are
rarely engaged.

•

We are hoping that our online
shop changes will help boost
the Talking Craft readership in
the coming year.

Blog Posts
•

There were 20 blogs posts by
members and staff on topics
including: The Anti-Aesthetic of
Ruth Cuthand, CollaborationNZ
2019, Martha Cole’s Lifetime
Achievement Acceptance
Speech, A Prairie Craft
Coincidence, and The Politics
of Craft.

SCC Staff
Executive Director and
Financial Management
•

Carmen Milenkovic,
Executive Director

•

Turkington Business Services
(Hannah Lander)

Exhibitions and Education

Member Services

•

•

Alexa Hainsworth, Coordinator

•

Kennedy Adams, Summer
Student, Young Canada Works,
Government of Canada
(June – August 2019)

Boutique, Administration and
Special Projects
•

Lesley Sutherland, Coordinator
(Job share)

•

Kaitlyn Frolek, Coordinator
(Job Share)

Communications and Publications

Stephanie Canning,
Coordinator, Job share
(On leave mid March 2020 –)

•

Maia Stark, Coordinator
(Job share)

•

Leah Moxley Teigrob,
Interim Coordinator (Leave
replacement), (Job share)
(February 2020 –); Gallery
Assistant (March 1, 2019 –
March 15, 2020)

•

Emily Kohlert, Gallery Assistant
(April 2019 – March 2020)

•

Vivian Orr, Coordinator

•

•

Sydney Luther, Assistant (On
leave August – September,
2019; On leave (February 2020 –)

Jean Price, Gallery Assistant
(March 2020 –)

•

Alix Gowan, Gallery Assistant
(March 2020 –)

•

Contracted Services:
Michael Peterson:
Professional Practices Coordination
Turkington Business Services
(Hannah Lander):
Bookkeeping Services
Paul Daniel Siemens:
Building Maintenance and
Cleaning Services
Maia Stark:
Building Cleaning Services

Rebecca Vereschagin,
Summer Student, Young
Canada Works, Government of
Canada (June – August 2019)

Sponsors and Donors
(April 1, 2019 to March 31, 2020)
Major Sponsors
Creative Saskatchewan
City of Saskatoon
Program Sponsors
Young Canada Works,
Government of Canada
Canada Saskatchewan Job Grant
SaskCulture, Culture Days
Dimensions 2019 Sponsors
Cogent Chartered Professionals
Diana Milenkovic and Frank Hart
Saskatchewan Arts Board
Artisans’ Craft Market Co-operative
Cecilia J. Cote
Marigold Crib

Handmade House
Donna Potter
Saskatchewan Weavers and Spinners Guild
Saskatchewan Woodworkers Guild
Saskatoon Glassworkers Guild
Saskatoon Quilters Guild
T & T Pottery Supply Ltd
Western Canadian Blacksmiths Guild
Donors
Leeann Brown
Earl and Betts Eidem
Cindy Hoppe
Heather Kleiner
Justine Lustig
Carol Lynn Nagle
Thank you to everyone who supports the work
and programs of the Saskatchewan Craft Council.
Your financial support helps us to achieve our goal.

813 Broadway Avenue, Saskatoon, SK S7N 1B5
306.653.3616
saskcraftcouncil@sasktel.net

saskcraftcouncil.org
Follow us on social media

