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The Saskatchewan Craft Council is
organizing its Annual Juried Craft Sale in

December in Regina.
Date: Friday and Saturday, December 8th

Z 9th, 1978.
Place: Jubilee Theatre, Sask Centre of the

Arts
Time: 1 PM to 10 PM, Friday, December 8th

10 AM to 10 PM, Saturday,
December 9th

Fees: (a) $55.00/booth, size approximately
8' x 10'

LL2
(b) $40.00 for approved late applications
(c) 5% of total sales to Sask. Craft

Council
(d) $10.00 deposit must accompany all

applications
Deadline for Applications: October 31, 1978.
3 slides or 3 photographs of recent works
must accompany application form. You will
receive notification by November 9th of
acceptance or rejection of your application.

For further information call: Joan McNeil 4853406 or Pam Acton 569-7577

Detach and return with $10.00 deposit and slides or photos of
work to: WINTERGREEN '78

BOX 3181

REGINA SASK. S4P 3G7

NAME
ADDRESS
PHONE

ARE YOU WILLING TO SHARE A BOOTH? YESO NOO
SHARER'S NAME
SHARER'S ADDRESS
SHARER'S PHONE
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Editor's Bit
so what am I doing getting the

August issue of the Craft Factor in

September, you may be saying to

yourself. The summer doldrums is

one reason. Many contributors
have been on holidays, enjoying

what was, until mid-August, good

weather. The delay in getting
material caused a backlog at the

typesetters. Also a couple Of the

editors were out of Regina for

much of August. And last, but

decidedly not least, Marian
Gilmour found herself over-
whelmed with other activities and

resigned from the editorial board.

Her touch will be missed. Still,

it's an issue with a lot to keep your
attention. Bazaart, Battleford,
changes in craft tax laws, the
World Craft Council meeting in
Kyoto, the going on of the
council in general plus other
features.

Which brings me to the point
of this meandering: there are
rumors floating in the wind that the
Saskatchewan Craft Council is
considering a drastic revision in the
format of The Craft Factor for the

next issue. No longer will it be the

glossy magazine that readers have

become accustomed to during the

past year.
Rather it will be a much less

formal production, typewritten,

rather than typeset, and done on

ordinary paper which would be

gestetnered or photo copied. At

any rate, the fairly high quality ð

in production, rather than content
terms ð magazine that has evolved

would be a thing of the past.
Apparently there is some

feeling on the board Of the SCC
that the money it costs to produce
the present magazine is not
well-spent. Those who would see it

changed say it is difficult to justify
spending S1500 to produce a
magazine when most craft people
would be satisfied with a much
simpler effort put out by volunteer

labor. They say that even though

the money is a grant from the
province, which can't be used for
anything else, the idea Of putting
out something less ostentatious, in

keeping with the principle that
money should not be wasted.

should be followed.
Certainly there is merit to

these arguments in times when
conspicuous over-consumption and
equating cost with quality are
common. If indeed The Craft
Factor is seen as an internal
newsletter to inform members of
what's going on in the craft world,
then perhaps that is the direction to

On the other hand, the craft
council presumably seeks to
improve the quality of crafts in the
province and would prefer that the
image projected to crafts people
and others who read the magazine
is one of excellence demanded of
members in junior exhibitions such
as Battleford. The Craft Factor is
the face the Saskatchewan Crafts
Council presents to the community
at large and to other craft
organizations. As such it should
probably retain a fairly professional
quality, just as any good crafts-
person strives for the top standard
in anything he or she produces.

ðPaul Brettle

Letters

ELEVENTH AVENUE ω REGINA ω SASKATCHEWAN ω CANADA ω S4POH1 ω PHONE: (306) 522-4330

Dear Mr. Lipton:

On behalf of my wife and
myself, I would like to express my
sincere thanks for the beautifully
hand woven table throw and
exquisite porcelain plates which the
exhibitors at the Battleford Hand-
craft Festival presented to us.

I derived much pleasure in
donating refreshments for the
hospitality night which is spon-
sored by the Town of Battleford for
the exhibitors, and am so glad that
the exhibitors enjoyed this enter-
tainment.

I look forward to meeting and
socializing with you all again next
year.

With many thanks for your
thoughtful gifts,

Very Sincerely.
Joe Degenstein

Councillor, Town of
Battleford

Dear Craft Council:

First, let me tell you I like the
Craft Factor very much. I especially
am interested in being introduced to
potters through it.

Nipawin has formed a pottery
club this year and some day, when
things are a little bit more settled,
and if you think there would be
interest, I will submit an explan-
ation Of how we went about
forming it.

Do you have a list of potters in
different cities? We are planning
workshops for the fall in glazing,
throwing and sculpture and I
hardly know who to contact who
would consider doing some work-
shops with us way up here.

One beef ð Karen Clifford
and I both subscribe to the Craft
Factor in Nipawin. We have missed
three workshops because the Craft
Factor came too late. It was our
only source of knowledge Of the
workshops ð and it failed us! The

write-up re: Fifth Street workshops
was good. I phoned to register; full
classes.

I had already missed the Mel
Bolen class. The girl at 5th St. said
she thought she had sent info to
Nipawin. When I asked her what
addresses she used, she said
mainly Craft Factor's but
neither Karen nor I got info.

We weren't happy to miss
such good workshops.

Other than that ð we are most
pleased with Craft Factor. Person.
ally, I don't need recipes ð I buy
Craft Factor for Crafts!

Thank you,

Verna Mae and Glenn Dobson

Dear Craft Factor:

The past three days at the
craft festival have been most
enjoyable. In fact they were a real
ego trip for me, listening to all the
favorable comments on my work
from the general public. Also my
sales were up 25 per cent from last
year. Many of my customers from
last year stopped to talk, buy, and
tell me how much they had enjoyed
wearing the scarves and flowers.
After spending many hours work-
ing alone in my studio at home, it
gives me a real lift to work and talk
to so many people for a few days.

The jurors did an excellent job
of judging the many, many entries.
When I looked at the beautiful
selections, I felt proud to be a
member of a group that had such
talented people. I also entered the
juried competition and my work
along with many others was not
chosen. This is fine with me; out of
190 entries, everyone could not be
a winner.

What I would like to discuss is
the reasons the judges gave me for
not selecting my work. They used
many complimentary adjectives
regarding the workmanship. The
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main fault was my work looked like
it could be mass-produced. They
used phrases like, it should be one
special, one Of a kind object. an
extension of myself. etc. I felt as I
left the conference that I had made
a mistake and had entered my work
in an art show at the Mendel Art
Gallery.

I do not mean this as a
criticism of the jurors. for they did
a difficult task extremely well. I
mean this as a point of discussion
for us as we are the ones who
instruct the jurors on how to judge
our work. To strive for artistic work
is fine, but let's not get carried
away and think that this is the most
important thing. The artist is not
more talented than the one that
does skilled workmanship. They
are different talents, but of equal
value.

The artists have their art
shows sponsored by the arts board.
We are craftspeople sponsored by
the department of industry. trade
and commerce. My understanding
is the department is trying to
promote Saskatchewan industry,
even small cottage industries. This
is why I object to the criticism of
my work as appearing it could be
mass produced. I feel this quality
should have been a plus not a
minus.

I also realized after the
critique session how badly I had
failed in explaining my work as I
had not sent enough information
with my entries.

The discussion of categories
comes up each time we discuss our
juried shows, What do you think Of
these ideas? There could be two
sections. Section "A" for those
who enter special objects and
either do not have a booth or have
a booth but do not have the same
articles for sale. Section "B' Å for
craftspeople who enter items the
same as those sold in their booth.
There has been discussions of
breaking the categories down into
metal, fibre, wood, etc., but this
has many drawbacks as some crafts
overlap and are hard to put into a
category.

There is one great common
denominator with all our crafts,

continued on page 22
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